New  Hospitalization  Plan 
Aerial  Tramway 


MARCH  1,  1958 


Alberta's  Hospital  Insurance  Effective  April  1st 


Scheme  Makes  Hospitalization  Available 
to  All  Residents  of  Province  and  Sets 
Maximum  Hospital  Charges 


The  Alberta  Hospital  Insurance  Plan  will  go  into  effect  April  1. 
Announced  at  the  1957  session  of  the  Alberta  Legislature,  the  new  scheme 
provides  for  active  treatment  of  in-patients  on  a  standard  ward  care  basis. 
The  Provincial-Municipal  Hospitalization  plan,  which  has  been  in  effect 
since  1950,  terminates  March  31.  This  date  also  marks  the  termination 
of  hospital  agreements  covering  maternity,  social  service  recipients,  polio- 
myelitis and  other  hospitalization  agreements  existing  with  the  Department 
of  Public  Health. 

Benefits  under  the  plan  are  essentially  the  same  as  those 
presently  provided  by  the  Provincial  Municipal  scheme.  Standard 
ward  care,  special  hospital  services,  most  dmgs  and  i-adiology 
and  laboratory  services  are  included.  Extra  cost  of  preferred 
accommodation  in  private  or  semi-private  wards  will  be  borne 
by  patients.  Provision  is  made  for  free  choice  of  hospital  and  free 
choice  of  doctor,  limited  only  by  availability  of  beds  and  the  right 
of  the  doctor  to  admit  patients  to  any  hospital. 

Persons  who  have  resided  in  the  province  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  of  the  24  months  immediately  prior  to  admission  to  hospital  are 
eligible  for  benefits.  At  such  time  that  the  Federal  Government  enters 
into  a  cost-sharing  agreement  with  the  Province  all  persons  entitled  to 
reside  in  Canada  and  residing  in  Alberta  will  be  eligible.  Evidence  of 
eligibility  will  be  provided  by  a  patient  in  the  form  of  a  signed  declaration. 

Cost  of  the  new  Alberta  program  will  be  borne  by  the  patient,  muni- 
cipality and  the  provincial  government.  Non-ratepayers  are  included  in 
the  plan  without  having  to  purchase  special  contracts  as  formerly. 

Patient's  payment  will  be  based  on  the  size  of  hospital 
providing  service.  Charges  at  a  hospital  with  a  rated  bed  capacity 
under  30  beds  will  be  $1.50  per  patient  day;  at  a  30-89  rated  bed 
hospital,  $1.60  per  patient  day;  90-179  rated  bed  hospital,  $1.80 
per  patient  day,  and  over  180  rated  bed  hospital,  $2.00  per  patient 
day.  The  charge  for  newborns  wiU  be  $1.00  per  day  in  all 
hospitals  for  a  period  up  to  30  days.  Regular  rates  will  be 
assessed  after  the  30-day  period 

Municipalities  will  be  assessed  a  pro-rata  time  contribution  for  1958 
of  9/12  of  an  amount  computed  on  the  basis  of  three  mills  and  an 
equalized  assessment  to  apply  to  the  operating  costs  of  the  hospital. 

Each  hospital  will  be  dealt  with  separately  in  determining  the 
province's  share  of  the  approved  costs  of  the  hospitalization  plan.  Costs 
for  the  1957  calendar  year  will  represent  the  basic  standard  for  payment 
in  1958.  Adjustments  for  increased  costs  due  to  a  change  in  economic 
conditions,  or  increased  services  rendered,  will  be  made.  Although  the 
1957  cost  performance  will  be  accepted  as  the  basis  of  arriving  at  a  basic 
rate,  a  ceiling  for  standard  ward  care  shall  be  established.  In  the  event 
a  hospital's  perfonnance  in  1957  reflects  a  rate  per  rated  bed  day  in  excess 


of  the  ceiling  rate  established,  payment  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the 
ceiling  rate,  with  the  municipality  bearing  unapproved  costs.  The  ceiling 
rate  adopted  for  I9oS"  wiil  b^e  appfoxiniately  $10  per  rated  bed  day. 

The  Department  of  Public  Health  will  meet  charges  for  poliomyelitis 
patients,  provincial  social  welfare  recipients,  and  patients  whose  hos- 
pitalization is  authorized  by  the  arthritis  clinic.  Under  a  separate  program 
mentally  ill  and  tubercular  patients  will  continue  to  receive  treatment 
according  to  the  present  plan. 

Certain  persons  who  qualify  as  residents  are  excluded  from 
the  plan  to  the  extent  that  their  relationship  provides  hospital 
benefits.  These  include  those  who  are  entitled  to  receive,  or  are 
receiving  hospital  benefits  from  the  Federal  Government;  persons 
entitled  to  receive  benefits  from  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
board,  and  those  who,  according  to  medical  reports,  are  no  longer 
in  need  of  active  treatment  hospitalization. 

Non-residents,  or  others  not  qualifying  for  benefits  will  be 
charged  a  minimum  rate  of  $11.00,  $11.50,  $13.00  and  $15.00 
per  patient  day,  dependent  upon  the  size  of  hospital. 

Residents  of  Alberta  who  are  taken  ill  and  hospitalized  outside  the 
province  will  be  covered  on  the  basis  of  rates  prevailing  in  hospitals  of 
a  similiar  type  within  the  province. 

Provision  is  not  included  at  the  present  time  for  out-patient  services. 
A  minimum  schedule  of  rates  is  to  be  established  and  will  be  charged  to 
the  patient  by  the  hospital  concerned.  However,  municipalities  may  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  hospitals  covering  out-patient  services. 


Five  Year  License  Plan 
Obviates  Usual  March  Rush 

A  total  of  414,891  operators'  licenses  were  issued  by  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Highways  during  1957,  first  year  of  operation  of  the  five- 
year  licensing  plan.  Annual  rashes  for  drivers  license  renewals  at  tlie 
end  of  March  will  no  longer  be  experienced. 

The  department  expects  to  issue  approximately  18,000  licenses  during 
the  current  year.  Plans  are  already  being  made  to  cope  with  an  estimated 
600,000  persons  who  will  apply  for  driving  permits  in  1962,  when  licenses 
issued  in  1957  will  expire. 


New  Deerhome  Institute  Will  Cope  Will 


Adequate  care  and  treatment  of  Alberta's  mentally  ill  took  a  big 
step  forward  with  the  opening  early  in  January  of  Deerhome  Hospital  at 
Red  Deer.  The  partially  completed  multi-million  dollar  centre  is  designed 
to  provide  the  most  modern  custodial  care  for  mentally  retarded  adults. 
Opening  of  the  all-new  institution  will  relieve  the  congestion  in  active 
treatment  centres  elsewhere  in  the  province.  Department  of  Public  Health 
officials  estimate  that  of  the  5,000  patients  now  housed  in  provincial  mental 
institiitions,  about  20  per  cent  may  be  classed  as  mentalh'  retarded. 


Dormitories  are  located  on,  upper  floor  of  "E"  shaped  lodges.  Low 
partitions  dividing  four-bed  alcoves  lend  air  of  greater  privacy.  Air 
conditioning   and  indirect  lighting   are   standard   throughout  the 
building. 


A 


Facilities  for  mass  preparation  and  handling  of  food  are  illustrated 
in  this  section  of  kitchen.  Food  is  transferred  from  bulk  steam 
cookers  to  portable  carts  for  outdoor  moving  to  dispensing  kitchens 
in  patient  blocks.  Carts  are  insulated  and  may  be  plugged  into 
electric  sockets  to  keep  food  piping  hot.  Individual  diet,  salad,  meat, 
and  vegetable  preparation  room  are  included  in  the  cooking  layout. 
There  is  also  a  staff  dining  room  in  corner  section  of  building. 
Basement  area  provides  6.600  square  feet  of  storage  space  for  bulk 
foods,  clothing  and  general  hardware. 


■  II 
III 


Small  dispensing  kitchens  in  Pbcli,  block  are  a  modern  innovation  at 
Deerhome.  They  will  be  served  by  a  large  centralized  kitchen  in 
separate  building.  Dr.  R.  R.  McLean,  Director  of  Division  of  Mental 
Health,  and  two  staff  members  are  shown  inspecting  operation  of 
warming  ovens  located  along  back  wall.  Large  stainless  steel  urns 
are  used  for  preparing  and  dispensing  all  types  of  beverages.  Auto- 
matic dishwashers  and  small  refrigerators  are  among  other  items 
of  equipment. 


Two  of  eight  proposed  patient  blocks  at 
Deerhome  are  completed  and  292  patients  are 
being  moved  in.  A  third  block  is  nearly  finished. 
Others  are  to  be  added  over  the  next  few  years. 
Utilities  and  domestic  services  are  provided 
through  separately  located  kitchen-bakery  and  a 
combined  powerhouse-laundry.  A  modem  in- 
firmary and  an  administration  building,  both 
slated  for  future  construction  will  make  the 
centre  entirely  self  contained. 

More  Privacy 

Personalized  care  and  greater  degree  of  pri- 
vacy are  among  the  newer  psychiatric  concepts 
incorporated  in  the  overall  design  of  Deerhome. 
Patient  housing  is  arranged  in  a  series  of  well 
spaced,  identical  lodges  offering  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  segregation.  Each  of  the  two-storey, 
"E"  shaped  blocks  will  accommodate  146  to  161 
patients.  Full  size  of  outer  wings  is  131  feet  by 
33  feet.  The  centre  wing  is  54  feet  long  from 
inside  wall  of  vertical  bar  of  the  "E"  and  is  42 
feet  wide. 

Main  dormitory  space  is  located  in  outer  wing 
upper  floors.  Accommodation  is  arranged  in  al- 
coves, with  four  beds  and  four  locker  chairs  to  an 
alcove.  Low  partitions  separate  the  alcoves, 
creating  an  air  of  greater  privacy  yet  allowing 
attendants  full  view  of  the  dormitory.  The  centre 
wing  has  two  dormitory  bays,  plus  an  assortment 
of  linen  closets.  Spacious  wardrobe  rooms  and 
other  utility  areas. 

Adjoining  the  dormitory  wings  along  the  up- 
right bar  of  the  "E"  are  two  patient  sitting 
rooms.  They  are  furnished  with  plush  uphol- 
stered chairs  in  bright  colors,  writing  desks,  radio, 
television,  books  and  other  recreational  equip- 
ment. Extra-large,  picture  style  windows  afford 
a  sweeping  view  of  the  outdoors.  A  staff  lounge 
is  situated  between  the  two  patient  lounges.  Floors 
in  these  "day  rooms"  are  internally  heated  to 
provide  maximum  comfort  at  all  times.  This 
inovation  complements  the  regular  air  condition- 
ing system  serving  main  sections  of  all  the  build- 
ings. 

Patients'  Beauty  Parlor 

Off  the  corridor  and  opposite  the  lounge  room 
is  a  central  nurse's  station.  It  is  flanked  on  one 
side  by  a  large  bathroom  equipped  with  elevated 
tubs.  On  the  other  side,  in  blocks  for  female  pa- 
tients, is  located  a  gleaming  tiled  beauty  parlor. 

Main  floors  have  20  individual  rooms,  in 
place  of  semi-partitioned  dormitories,  for  the  more 
special  class  of  patient.  A  small,  oak  panelled 
visitors'  room  provides  opportunity  for  patients 
to  visit  in  strict  privacy  with  relatives  or  friends. 
Adjacent  to  the  nurse's  station  on  these  floors  are 
a  medical  utility  room  and  an  isolation  room  for 
physically  ill  patients  requiring  separation. 

Outstanding  feature  in  patient  care  is  the 
cafeteria  style  dining  room  located  on  the  ground 
floor  of  each  lodge.  All  food  apart  from  beverages 
is  prepared  in  the  central,  separately  housed  kit- 
chen. It  is  transported  to  dispensing  kitchens  by 
means  of  electrically  heated,  insulated  carts.  In 
each  building,  meals  are  served  from  a  metal- 
railed  serving  counter  which  separates  corner 
kitchen  from  main  dining  area.  Choice  of  be- 
verages includes  tea,  coffee,  milk  and  fruit  juices. 
Patients  chose  their  own  seating  at  four-place 
tables.  Electric  warming  ovens  and  cabinet  re- 
frigerators aid  in  the  serving  of  lunches  and 
snacks. 

Light,  Airy  Appearance 

All  stairways  in  the  various  buildings  are 
constructed  with  lower  than  average  risers  and 
are  equipped  with  handrails.  Color  schemes  on 
walls  and  ceilings  involve  soft  pastel  shades  of 
green,  cream  and  blue  predominantly.  Floor  fi- 
nishings are  in  contrasting  patterns  to  harmonize 
with  other  appointments.  Ample  window  space 
throughout  the  living  quarters,  adds  to  the  air 
of  unrestricted  brightness. 


There  will  be  no  hand  scrubBS 
Deerhome.  Each  floor  level  is  eqiipl 
electric  scrubber-polisher.  Thest ' 
units  will  keep  the  vast  floor  areas 
with  only  a  few  hours  of  work  pe« 
matic  dishwashers  in  every  kitclffl 
duce  the  drudgery  of  institutionally 

The  massive  central  kitchen4sl! 
a  model  in  food  handling  efficiency 
It  contains  separate  cubicles  for 
tables,  salads,  meats  and  special  di* 
of  the  building  is  lined  with  a  W 
refrigerators  and  chill  rooms,  eaclii 
temperature  control.  Storage  here 
deep  freeze  for  meat  to  cool  for  frai 
tables.  The  kitchen  is  complete  eve 
violet  light  stall  where  food  transjiott 
sterilized.  Stainless  steel  steam  '< 
cookers  offer  the  ultimate  in  spef 
meal  preparation. 

Efficient  Bakery 

The  bakery  section  is  similarly  ei 
latest  devices  for  saving  labor  and  to 
products.  It  can  produce  2,000  lo; 
an  eight-hour  shift.  Pasteries  are  I 
cial  ovens.  Within  the  next  few  mo 
tion  will  supply  all  bread  for  tlie 
Provincial  Training  School. 

General  storage  area  of  6,600  s 
contained  in  the  basement  section  o 
building.  Light  hardware,  bulk  fo 
and  bedding  are  stocked  here  f( 
centre. 

Thoroughly  modern  too,  is  t 
laundry  which  adjoins  the  poweik 
tains  a  separate  section  for  mending 
bedding.  Few  phases  of  laundering 
operation.  Soap  and  other  ingreli 
f  ormly  mixed  and  conveyed  by  an  at 
tainer  serving  the  huge  washing  vab 
tilt  to  empty  loads  into  large,  tvjo-i 
baskets.  An  overhead  electric  cian 
transport  to  driers.  Among  the  sp 
are  electric  drier-stretcher  units  : 
sheets,  curtains  and  socks.  Their  usi 
such  articles  will  retain  original  sh 

Design  of  both  utility  and  sen' 
provides  space  for  installation  of  adi 
ment  as  the  institution  expands. 

Patients  WiU  Help 

Patients  will  be  encouraged  to 
mestic  work  as  they  are  capable, 
elude  making  their  own  beds,  loold 
sonal  toiletry  and  dress,  and  genei 
their  quarters  neat  and  tidy.  Thei 
are  to  be  trained  for  various  duties  in 
food  handling  and  serving,  operat 
scrubber-polishers,  handling  stores,  g 
ing,  and  in  other  capacities. 

An  advanced  "open  door"  po| 
to  most  of  the  patients  at  Deerhom, 
complete  freedom  of  the  grounds.! 
ponsible  class  will  be  allowed  "outs 
days,  and  leave  for  special  occasions 

Majority  of  the  staff  at  Deerlo 
either  formal  training  or  practic;ilf 
nursing  care.  When  ultimate  develo 
institution  is  reached  there  will  be  a; 
500.  Ratio  of  one  employee  foi 
patients  assures  a  high  degree  ofi 
tention. 

Responsibility  Theme 

Underlying  theme  of  Deerliom 
program  is  to  blend  segregation,  alloi 
sonal  responsibility  and  maximurni 
tention  to  secure  fuller,  happier  lives 
classes. 

Opening  of  the  new  type  ceatn 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Healtl 
a  major  step  in  solving  Alberta's  vei 
of  providing  proper  care  and  treat 
mentally  afflicted. 
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Mechanized  handling  of  laundry  is  illustrated  in  washing  section  of 
laundry.  Large  clothes  drum  at  right  tilts  to  empty  into  split  metal 
basket  such  as  those  in  foreground.  Overhead  electric  crane  carries 
baskets  to  revolving  moisture  extractor  in  another  section.  Overflow 
laundry  from  nearby  Provincial  Training  centre  will  be  handled  here. 


Patients  wherever  possible,  will  be  encouraged  to  assist  in  "house- 
work" at  Deerhome.    Labor  saving  devices  such  as  this  portable 
vacuum-polisher,  combined  with  easily  cleaned  construction,  will  make 
housekeeping  convenient  and  easr- 
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Know  Your  Alberta 


Pride  in  personal  appearance  is  encouraged  through  such  facilities 
as  this  modern  beauty  salon.    One  is  located  on  each  floor  of  ladies' 
lodges.    Two  nurses  are  shown  through  mirror  examining  hair  dryer 
in  opposite  corner  of  gleaming  tiled  room. 


Legislative  Building  Visit 
Is  ^'Must"  for  Travellers 


One  of  the  most  distinguished  structures  of  Alberta  is  the 
Legislative  Building  located  in  Edmonton  on  the  site  of  the  Old 
Fort  Edmonton.  External  beauty  and  magnificent  proportioning 
have  combined  to  present  an  architectural  masterpiece. 

The  grounds  slope  in  terraces  to  the  north  bank  of  the  North 
Saskatchewan  and  are  pleasingly  landscaped  with  colorful  flower 
beds,  sweeping  lawns  and  various  trees. 

The  building  itself  is  in  the  form  of  a  huge  cross,  with  the 
central  axis  extending  north  and  south,  flanked  bv  east  and  west 
wings.  A  dome  encloses  a  circular  eight-windowed  gallery  slightly 
above  the  main  roof  level.  A  look-out  tower  surmounting  the  dome 
affords  an  excellent  view  of  the  city  and  surrounding  countryside. 

Six  immense  Corinthian  columns  tower  at  the  top  of  wide 
stairs  at  the  main  entrance.  These  are  surmounted  bv  a  massive 
stone  carving  of  the  Alberta  arms.  Handcarved  oak  doors  displa\  - 
ing  the  Arms  of  the  Province  adorn  the  front  entrance.  The  main 
rotvmda,  open  from  the  well  on  the  first  floor  past  four  more  floors 
to  the  vaulted  dome  176  feet  above,  is  trimmed  with  marble.  No 
expense  was  spared  to  make  the  structure  one  of  permanent  beauty. 
Offices  of  cabinet  ministers,  the  council  chamber,  galleries  of  the 
Legislative  Chamber  and  other  offices  are  finished  in  mahogany. 

Three  types  of  marble  were  used  in  construction  of  the  build- 
ing. The  green  marble  on  the  base  of  the  chamber  was  obtained 
from  Pennsylvania  while  gray  marble  from  Quebec  was  used  in 
pillars  in  the  rotunda,  the  main  section  of  the  staircase  and  base 
of  the  halls  and  rotunda.  Marble  for  railings  of  the  grand  staircase 
and  third  floor  was  obtained  from  Italy.  Italian  artisans  were 
brought  over  solely  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  terazzo  floors. 

Actual  construction  of  the  building  began  in  1908.  First 
session  was  held  in  1911  while  the  official  opening  took  place 
the  following  year. 

Many  items  of  historical  interest  are  found  in  the  Provincial 
Library,  located  on  the  second  floor  directly  below  the  Legislative 
Chamber.  Here  a  visitor  may  sit  on  the  historic  bench  used  bv  the 
Lieutenant  Governors  of  the  North  West  Territories  from  1876  to 
1905;  inspect  cannons  used  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Edmonton, 
see  a  model  of  the  steamship  "Alberta"  and  view  other  relics  of 
pioneer  davs  in  the  province. 

Gracing  the  Legislative  Chamber  are  portraits  of  Her  Royal 
Highness  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  Prince  Philip,  the  Queen  Mother 
and  late  King  George  VI.  Portraits  of  other  monarchs,  and  persons 
who  have  played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  the  province 
are  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  third  and  fourth  floors. 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint 
the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing  of  any  material, 
but  a  credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
mailing  address  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward 
their  names  and  address  to:  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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Aerial  Tramway  Used  to  Maintain  Service 
On  Alberta  Unit  of  Micro  wave  System 


r 


t  -        ^        .  "'M 

Transmission  outages  on  the  Alberta  leg  of  the 
Trans-Canada  microwave  system  will  he  reduced 
through  installation  of  this  cable  car  at  the 
Crowsnest  station.  In  the  event  of  equipment 
trouble  at  the  mountain-top  tower  site.  Alberta 
Government  Telephones  maintenance  men  can 
use  cable  car  for  speedy  ascent  from  valley  road. 
Truck  road  gouged  out  of  mountainside  during 
tower  construction  is  subject  to  frequent  block- 
ing for  extended  periods.  Multi-thousand  dollar 
electronic  equipment  at  station  is  linked  with 
Calgary  terminal  by  an  alarm  circuit  and  order 
wire.  The  250-foot  tower  is  built  to  withstand 
winds  up  to  100  miles  per  hour.  Cost  of  cable 
car  installation  is  estimated  at  $50,000. 

Alberta's  most  westerly  link  in  the  Trans- 
Canada  Microwave  System  was  recently  put  into 
operation  by  Alberta  Government  Telephones  at 
a  point  less  than  a  mile  from  the  British  Columbia 
boundary.  The  tower  is  located  atop  a  mountain 
peak  in  the  Crowsnest  Ridge,  some  15  miles 
west  of  Coleman. 

Choice  of  the  site  was  influenced  by  a  for- 
tunate natural  phenomena.  An  unobstructed  trans- 
mission path  extends  through  the  mountain  valley 
back  to  the  tower  at  Pincher  Creek  and  forward 
to  the  first  British  Columbia  tower  at  Femie. 


Microwave  transmission  allows  only  slight  offsets 
from  a  perfectly  straight  line.  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Telephones  engineers  say  that  had  the 
mountain  ridge  upon  which  the  tower  is  built 
been  situated  as  much  as  one-quarter  mile  north 
or  south  of  the  required  site  a  much  more  diffi- 
cult construction  problem  would  have  been  faced. 

A  bed-rock  anchor  helps  the  250  foot  tower 
withstand  winds  up  to  300  miles  per  hour.  It  will 
not  sway  one  degree  in  winds  up  to  100  miles 
per  hour,  a  frequent  occurrence  in  this  mountain 
section.  Even  a  minor  sway  of  one  degree  will 
distort  microwave  signal. 

Construction  of  Crowsnest  tower  was  accom- 
plished by  gouging  a  truck  road  out  of  the  moun- 
tainside to  link  up  with  a  permanent  valley  road 
about  1,000  feet  lower  down.  The  truck  road  is 
subject  to  frequent  blocking  from  snow  and  rock 
slides.  An  alternative  method  of  access  had  to 
be  devised  to  enable  speedy  servicing  of  delicate 
electronic  equipment  at  the  site.  The  problem 
was  solved  through  installation  of  a  cable  car. 

End  terminals  only  are  used  for  suspending 
the  conveyance.  Elevation  is  over  1,000  feet 
and  distance  is  about  2,800  feet.  Single  anchor 
suspension  cable  is  one-inch  diameter.  The  end- 
less traction  cable  is  three-quarter  inch  in  thick- 
ness. The  car  may  be  operated  by  controls  at 
either  top  or  bottom  terminal.  Only  control  in- 
side the  cage  is  a  safety  brake  to  be  used  in  case 
of  cable  breakage.  A  telephone  circuit  connects 
terminals  and  car. 

A  25  horsepower  electric  motor  drives  the 
cable  car,  which  is  large  enough  to  carry  two  or 
three  men  and  light  tools.  Travel  speed  is  about 
500  feet  per  minute,  for  both  ascent  or  descent. 
Speed  is  automatically  reduced  at  the  approach  to 
either  terminal  landing,  bringing  the  car  in  at  a 
crawl.  An  auxiliary  four-cylinder  gas  motor  will 
cut  in  automatically  in  event  of  a  power  failure. 

Total  cost  of  the  cable  car  installation  is  es- 
timated at  about  $50,000.  Multi-thousand  dollar 
equipment  housed  in  a  building  adjacent  to  the 
tower  is  controlled  from  the  Calgary  terminal  of 
the  Trans-Canada  Microwave  System.  Trouble 
at  the  tower  site  is  relayed  to  the  Calgary  terminal 
by  means  of  an  alarm  circuit  equipped  with  42 
alarm  lights.  A  diesel  power  standby  unit,  de- 
signed to  cut  in  when  power  failures  occur,  may 
be  remotely  tested  for  operational  readiness  from 
the  Calgary  station.  If  trouble  should  develop, 
the  cable  car  installation  assures  that  workmen 
will  be  able  to  reach  the  scene  quickly  regardless 
of  weather  or  road  conditions. 


Unprofitable  Farm  Land 
Now  Community  Pasture 

Arrangements  were  completed  recently  by 
the  Land  Utilization  Committee,  Provincial  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  for  creating  a  16-section 
community  pasture  at  Morecambe,  in  the  Two 
Hills  area.  The  project  is  the  first  of  its  kind 
undertaken  by  the  committee  since  its  formation 
in  1956  under  legislative  act.  Outright  purchase 
of  land  from  the  C.P.R.,  municipal  district  and 
families  was  involved  in  the  scheme. 

Initial  request  for  study  of  conditions  in  the 
area  came  from  the  Municipal  District  of  Eagle. 
Provision  of  municipal  services  for  the  few  resi- 
dents within  the  block  were  said  to  be  uneco- 
nomical. After  investigation,  the  committee  sug- 
gested the  most  practical  remedy  would  be  the 
formation  of  the  area  into  a  community  pasture. 

The  block  of  land  acquired  consists  of  grey 
wooded  and  sandy  soil.  About  18  per  cent  of  it 
is  under  cultivation,  though  at  one  time  nearly 
half  had  been  held  under  homestead  lease  and 
other  settlement  schemes.  Much  of  the  land  was 
held  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from  time 
of  original  grant. 

The  Land  Utilization  Committee  plans  to 
seed  grass  on  all  the  previously  cultivated  acreage. 
The  block  is  to  be  boundary  fenced  and  cross 
fenced.  It  will  then  be  turned  over  to  the  De- 
partment of  Lands  and  Forests  for  administration. 
Usual  policy  is  to  provide  a  caretaker  at  such 
pastures  until  a  community  organization  can  be 
formed  to  take  over  management. 

Commission  Will  Survey 
Education  Plans,  System 

A  comprehensive  survey  of  the  various  phases 
of  elementary  and  secondary  education  in  Alberta 
is  being  undertaken  by  a  six-member  Royal  Com- 
mission appointed  recently.  Particular  attention 
is  being  paid  to  programs  of  study,  and  pupil 
achievement. 

Chairing  the  Commission  is  Senator  Donald 
Cameron,  director  of  the  Banff  School  of  Fine 
Arts.  Other  members  are  Mrs.  W.  C.  Taylor, 
Wainwright;  Mrs.  D.  A.  Hansen,  N.  W.  Douglas, 
Calgary;  John  S.  Cormack  and  G.  L.  Mowat,  Ed- 
monton. An  advisory  committee  consisting  of 
representatives  of  a  number  of  organizations  in- 
terested in  education  has  also  been  established  to 
assist  the  Commission. 

Briefs  dealing  with  the  education  system  of 
Alberta  will  be  received  from  groups  and  indi- 
viduals between  March  1  and  April  15.  Public 
hearings  will  be  held  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June  at  Edmonton,  Calgary,  Lethbridge,  Me- 
dicine Hat,  Grande  Prairie  and  possibly  other 
centres. 

In  studying  curricular  programs  the  Com- 
mission will  delve  into  subject  matter,  teaching 
efficiency;  organization,  administration  and  su- 
pervision of  instruction;  adequacy  of  textbooks 
and  library  services;  feasibility  of  interprovincial 
standardization  of  courses  and  textbooks,  and  aids 
to  teaching  such  as  films,  radio  and  television. 

Other  major  aspects  of  education  to  be  probed 
are  attainment  of  school  pupils  and  procedures 
governing  their  classification  and  promotion;  ex- 
tent to  which  special  services  should  be  adopted 
such  as  guidance  and  counselling;  health,  financial 
aid  and  requirements  of  gifted,  and  handicapped 
pupils;  type  of  school  organization;  physical  facili- 
ties; quality  and  supply  of  teachers;  relationship 
of  the  educational  system  to  the  requirements  of 
industry  and  the  modern  community,  and  the 
economics  of  education. 

It  is  expected  that  the  report  of  the  special 
enquiry  board  be  presented  to  the  Provincial 
Cabinet  before  the  end  of  the  current  year. 


Coming  Events 


March    1  Nat.  Chincilla  Breeders'  Association  Convention  ^....Edmonton 

March    2  Open  Ski  Jumping  Tournament   .  .  Edmonton 

March    3  Waterwell  Drillers  Association  Meeting...            _  Edmonton 

March    3  Alberta  Teachers'  Association  Banquet-Meeting    _        .          »        „  Edmonton 

March   5  Alberta  Sugar  Beet  Growers'  Convention..        _   _               .    .  Lethbridge 

March    6  -7      Provincial  Junior  Seed  Fair    _.__„_„..       _  Calgary 

March   6  -7  Chamber  of  Commerce  Seed  Fair  and  Short  Course  _  Calgary 

March  15  Alberta  Real  Estate  Association  Convention   „        .  Lethbridge 

March  16-18      Alberta  Locker  Association  Convention  _  _  Calgary 

March  24-28      Edmonton  Purebred  Livestock  Sale  _    „  .....Edmonton 


